Abstract: Marsupialiehus mamwsae, a new species of mite from the Panamanian ~ouse Opossum, Marmosa robinsoni isthmica, is described froq} -the hypopial nymph. A new definition of the genus Marsupialichus Fain is given.
The ,description of the new species of Marsupialichus contained in this paperis based on specimens of the hypopial nymph n~covered from the South American Mouse Opossum, Marmosa robinsoni isthmica, in J,lanama. There are 5 other known species in this genus, as follows: M. andrettai Fain, 1967 , M. brasiliensis Fain, 1967 , M. johnstoni Fain, 1969 , M. /lukoschi Fain, 1969 and M. marsupialis Fain, -de ,Cock & Lukoschus, 1972 Marsupialichus lDarlDosae, n. sp.
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Hypopus (holotype): ex Marmosa robinsoni isthmica Goldman, Rodman, Panama Canal Zone, 21.1X. 1972,'N: Guerrero. A large series of paratypes also represented by the hypopial nymphal stage. Mites were found attached to the base of hairs of hind legs and at the base of the tai!.
Holotype' in the U. S. National Museum of Natural History (no. 3588).' Paratypes distributed as follows: British Museum (Natural History) , London; Bernice P. Bishop Museum, Honolulu; Zoologisches Museum, Hamburg; Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie, Leiden; Institut Pasteur, Cayenne; Gorgas Memorial Laboratory, Panama; Institut dçs Sciences Naturelles, Bruxelles; and in collections of authors, Description: Venter (FIG. 1) . Epimera l fused in Y-shape, epimera nI and IV fused (holotype and many paratypes show fusion broken by pressure of coyer glass). Epimerites JI strongly sc1erotized and fused with epimera III (in the majority of paratypes fwion is broken). Epimerites IV always free. Palpo soma with 2 pairs of setae (5~8 fL) and 2 very short solenidia (11). Vertical internai setae barbed and Iying ventrally. Genital opening provided with 2 pairs' of broad genital suckers and 1 pair of g m seta~. Pilicolous organ with 2 pairs of opisthosomal projections: 1 sc1erotized and laterally directed, the other weaker. External clasper with 9-10 ridges; internai c1asper with 10-11 ridges. Area between legs III and IV with distinct lateral hooks protruding from lateral border. Dorsum (FIG. 2) Discussion: The hypopus of Marsupialichus mar mosae, n. sp. is characterized by the presence of strongly developed hooks on the posterior margin of the pilicolous organ and also along the lateral margins of metapodosoma between legs III and IV. This last feature has been also observed in Mar supialichus marsupialis.
Hooks on the pilicolous organ do not seem to be prevalent in the genus Marsupialichus but are typical in the re1ated genera LabidophoTUS, Orycteroxenus, Rhynchocyonopus, Neotetracopus and Paralabidophorus.
Characters such as very small alpha solenidion on the palposoma, the typical shape of epimera III and IV, the structure of the c1aws (c1aws 1 to III of nearly equal size), the rather poor deve10pment of the solenidion of tibia III, free epimerites IV and the solenidiotaxy of legs, along with other details, leave no doubt as to the generic position of M. 
